A Native American
demonstrates carving
a string violin.



The Appalachians, which means “endless mountain range,” is home

to twenty-nine of Ohio’s counties. Spanning from the Ohio River to
Holmes County, this area is rich in heritage with roots in Scotch-
Irish, African, Welsh, Pennsylvania Dutch and Native American tra-
ditions. Flat-foot dancing that beat out rhythms similar to Irish step-
dancing, and the banjo, originally from Africa, with a fifth string
that evokes the sound of Scottish bagpipes, are hallmarks of the
region. Whether it is the cool days of spring or the warm days of
summer, there are many festivals to enjoy. Explore the rolling hills,
hear the best performers, and maybe even do some of your own

pickin’ and strummin’.

Set your sights on a weekend of “old
timey fun” at the 36" Annual Appala-
chian Festival (6201 Kellogg Ave., Cin-
cinnati, 513-251-3378, www.appalachian
festival.org) May 6-8. With 33% of its
population hailing from Appalachia,
Cincinnati is the perfect place to cel-
ebrate Appalachian heritage. Musicians,
crafters and storytellers from 13 states
create an unforgettable weekend. Hear
music by Ohio Valley Rounders, Steve
and Penny Kilby, Echoes of the Blueridge,
Jim Hurst, Missy Rains, Russ Childers
and Sugarfoot Cloggers.

Artisans, both first-timers and return-
ing crafters, will be creating unique items
you won’t find anywhere else. Take home
fine handcrafted soaps, jams and mus-
tards, glass ornaments and dolls. See
broom maker Jim Harmon of The Broom
Shop make brooms on a hand-powered
machine that is more than 100-years-old.

Several collective artisans groups like
The Ohio Valley Basketweavers Guild
and The League of South Milford Arti-
sans, feature pottery, baskets, drop-bob-
bin spinning, yarn dying and jewelry
making. You’ll also find a living-history
encampment where 70 families and arti-
sans, dressed in period attire, act out
1840s Appalachian life. You might also
savor soup beans, corn bread, fried pies
and chicken dinners. Stay nearby at the
Clermont Hotel, (4004 Williams Dr.,
Cincinnati, 513-528-7702).

Music lovers won’t want to miss Dul-
cimer Days and the Heritage Craft and
Olde Time Music Festival. During the
19t century, the melodic sound of the
dulcimer could be heard along the canal
ways in Ohio. The canals were important

Share Native American traditions at
the Appalacian Festival, Cincinnati.

in spreading Appalachian culture and
tradition. Historic Roscoe Village, (381
Hill St., Coshocton, 800-877-1830,
www.roscoevillage.com) a restored 1830’
canal town and living history museum,
hosts these two festivals that celebrate
Appalachian culture.

Dulcimer Days, May 20-22, show-
cases the area’s best dulcimer players at
the Mid-Eastern Regional Dulcimer
Championships. Enjoy a relaxing even-
ing concert on Saturday featuring Katie
Waldren on mountain dulcimer and Dan
Landrum on hammered dulcimer.

At the Heritage Craft and Olde Time
Music Festival, June 18-19, watch fasci-
nating demonstrations, from beekeeping
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Enjoy the melodic sounds of the dulcimer.

and lye-soap making, to household chores
and playing old-time music. Attend fiddle,
mandolin and dulcimer workshops, learn
the difference between the three and try
your hand at one...or all three! See how
dance is done Appalachian style through
workshops and demonstrations. Experi-
ence the power of a long-standing tradi-
tion, Native American storytelling, and
visit a Native American encampment.

What better way
to start the summer
than with some
good feelings,
family fun and
music making at
the 20" Annual
Poston Lake Blue-
grass Festival
(Poston Lake, St.
Rte. 329, Guys-
ville, 740-662-
2051) June 17-18. o
Camp on site or Chillicothe
stay in nearby Athens. See headliners
Rarely Herd, Blue Ridge, Lonesome River
Band, Lost and Found, and Melvin Goins
and Windy Mountain. Be sure to bring
your dancing shoes because there will be
ample opportunity to step out on the
dance floor and show off your fancy foot-
work. Whether you play an instrument
or just like to listen, attend one of many
parking lot jam sessions.

Head for the hills in July for the Moun-
tain Heir Bluegrass Festival (Old National
Trail Campground, 266 Old Washington
Rd., Old Washington, 740-489-5576,
mountainheir.com), July 2-4, in Old
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Hear bluegrass at its best at the
New Beginnings Bluegrass Festival,

Washington. In the
hills of southeast-
ern Ohio, bask in
the outdoors where
world-renowned
musicians take to
the stage. Camp at
the festival or stay
at the Colonel Tay-
lor Inn, voted “Best
in the USA” (633
Upland Rd., Cam-
bridge, 740-432-
7802). Tap your
feet to the sounds
of Dave Parmley
and Continental
Divide, Melvin
Goins and Windy
Mountain, Rarely
Herd, Northwest
Territory, Wildfire and the legendary Lilly
Brothers and The Lilly Mountaineers.

Get out of the sun under the shaded
stage area where you will hear some of
the best pickin’ and jammin’ sessions
around. Pack a lunch and stretch your
legs. See the beauty in the hills with a hik-
ing excursion. Be sure to sample de-
licious homemade food prepared by
the local Penny Royal Reunion As-
sociation.

Fans come
from hundreds
of miles around
for the summer
favorite, Jambo-
ree in the Hills
(Morristown,
800-624-5456,
www.jamboree
inthehills.com),
July 14-17. This
4-day, outdoor
country music
festival has been going strong for
28 years hosting some of the
greatest country legends of
our time including Johnny
Cash, Loretta Lynn,
Ricky Skaggs and Willie
Nelson. This year Billy
Ray Cyrus and Brad
Cotter will be perform-
ing in the rolling hills of
Eastern Ohio.

At one of the oldest
bluegrass festivals in
Ohio pick and jam with the
best at The 21st Annual Blue-

grass Classic/Musicians Against Child-
hood Cancer (1570 Rohr Rd., Columbus,
740-548-4199, www.bluegrassclassic.com)
July 27-30. The classic donates its proceeds
to St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.
Enjoy music by J.D. Crowe, Marty
Raybon, the lead singer for Shannondoah,
Blue Ridge, and The Fox Family, among
others. After hearing from the best, why
not give it a try. Pick up one of many musi-
cal instruments for sale—from banjos and
fiddles to guitars and mandolins—and join
a campground jam session. Bring your fish-
ing pole and try your hand at catching din-
ner. Kids will love the onsite basketball
court and playground with swings.

With a mission to bring bluegrass to the
mainstream, New Beginnings Bluegrass
Festival (Ross County Fairgrounds,
Chillicothe, 800-413-4118, www.new
beginningsbluegrassfestival.com), Aug. 18-
20, proclaims, “Today’s listeners are
tomorrow’s pickers.” Here, up and com-
ing musicians showcase their talents. You
also will hear seasoned performers like
Grammy award winner Ralph Stanley and
the Clinch Mountain Band, whose “Oh,
Death” is featured in O’ Brother Where

Art Thou?, Cherryholmes, The Rarely

"@ Herd, The Bluegrass Disciples, James

€A

King and more. Learn from the mas-
ters at workshops taught by Blue-
grass celebrities, watch exciting jam
sessions and find unique crafts made
by skilled artisans.
See more than 16 bands from across
the United States at The 15" Annual
Brown County Bluegrass Festival (325
W. State St., Georgetown, 513-724-
2662) Aug. 25-27. Within the town
limits, this picturesque location makes
for a family getaway weekend.
Georgia’s Third Time Out and The
Lewis Family are returning, as well as
other festival favorites. See instrument
maker, Bob Lawrence, turn out
dogos (played like a banjo
with the mellow sound of
a dulcimer) guitars and
banjos. At “Hillbilly
Corner” feast on fried
country ham, biscuits
and gravy, and
cornbread and soup
beans.
So gather your fam-
ily and friends, and lis-
ten to the music of the
mountains. It’s a song
you’ll not soon forget. ©
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Visit our Website for your do Card ' O I ‘
tole and enjoy special discounts.



Take advantage of the Great Family Getaway Package at any of seven
magnificent Ohio State Park Resorts. Each getaway includes two nights

lodging in a resort room, $25 in meal coupons, and your choice of 2
family-friendly activities. Like a canoe trip down scenic Mohican River.

A motorboat cruise around Salt Fork Lake. The historic Malabar Farm or
the 18th-century experience of Burton Century Village. Plus horseback
riding, bicycle trips, paintball, go-carts, and so much more. For a complete list of available

activities, visit our website at www.atapark.com and click on packages. Make your reservations
online or call 1-800-AT-A-PARK today.

% OMI0 STATE PARK RESORTS

AND CONFERENCE CENTERS

PLUS TAX

Operated by Zﬂ nterra Parks & Resorts®for ODNR

BEAUTIFUL PLACES ON EARTHZ®
WWW.XANTERRA.COM

*

“C srcsch t0

*Package rates start at $249, plus tax, and vary by property. Offer available May 1, 2005 — October 31, 2005,
Sunday — Thursday only. Not available with any other discount or promotion.
Not all activities are available at all properties.
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